101

cognitions, e.g. of silver in the shell would also come under
the purview of valid knowledge since awareness of silver is
there.

The Mimamsakas may say that the truth of a judgment
depends upon the knowledge of the absence of its contra-
dictory judgment. But, the question is whether this absence
of contradictory judgment arises simultaneously with judg-
ment or it arises afterwards. Jayanta rules out the first
alternative holding that in such a case we should have never
been baffled, whereas the fact is that a number of our
judgments are erroneous. This shows that we transact our
business even when we are not perfectly certain of our
judgment. As regards the contention of the Mimamsakas
that even such a judgment is different from doubt as it does
not cause an oscillation between the two alternatives,
Jayanta points out that as this uncertain judgment does not
furnish the knower with a means to determine the true
nature of the object, it is tantamount to doubt. Jayanta
further states that there are examples where a doubt may
assume the form of a judgment. For instance, though the
prior judgment that 'this is silver' refers to a single object,
yet it is virtually nothing but a doubt. Moreover, it could
not have been contradicted after some time if its truth is
ascertained. Again, it cannot, in spite of a person to move/
if he knows that the judgment is untrue. It can also be
proved by deduction, i.e all movements are preceded by a
doubt, this is a movement. Therefore, this movement is
also preceded by a doubt. The Mimamsakas may again con-
tend that "whenever the act of consciousness appears in
the mind of a knower, the invariable mark of its truth is
revealed to him, whereas no such mark is noticed on the
appearance of a false judgment". But, Jayanta refutes this
view on the ground that the distinct feature of the said
mark is not traceable. If it is held by the Mimamsakas that
the absence of misapprehension of untruth constitutes its
distinction, then Jayanta points out that they should know
that such a distinction may aSso belong to a false judgment
(e.g. of the misapprehension of shell as silver).